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ON  CRUELTY 


A  RIGHTEOUS  man  regardeth  the  life  of  his 
beast  but  the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are 
cruel.  (Prov.  xii.  10.)  Insensibility  to  the  sufferings 
of  others  is  one  of  the  strongest  symptoms  of  th,e 
degeneracy  of  human  natuie. 

Cruelty  is  one  of  the  sad  effects  of  our  fall,  and  is 
a  sign  of  being  in  a  state  of  moral  darkness — for  the 
nations  unenlightened  with  the  knowledge  of  the  gos- 
pel are  described  to  be  the  "  dark  places  of  the  earth, 
full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty."  (Fsal.  lxxiv.  20.) 
— An  irreligious  man  is  naturally  a  cruel  man. 

Cruelty  to  the  brute  creation  manifests  a  selfish, 
covetous,  and  cowardly  disposition.  True  courage  is 
not  promoted  by  cruelty.  It  is  the  uniform  charac- 
teristic of  the  truly  brave  man,  that  he  is  kind  and 
generous.  Jt  is  a  passion  of  so  malignant  a  quality, 
that  if  not  restrained,  it  may  issue  in  the  worst  of 
crimes.  Vice  unsubdued  is  progressive,  for  the  mo- 
ralist tells  us,  that  he  u  who  is  cruel  to  insects,  birds, 
and  cattle,  w7ill  conclude  the  career  of  infamous  ob 
duracy,  by  cruelty  to  mankind. " 

Nero,  Domitian,  and  Caligula,  rose  by  degrees  to 
maturity  in  cruelty.  The  child  had  taken  delight  in 
impaling  flies  and  in  spinning  beetles ;  the  boy  in  tor- 
menting dogs,  cats,  and  domestic  animals,  before  the 
full  measure  of  cruelty  became  complete  in  the  man. 
It  is  therefore  an  important  object  in  the  education 
of  children,  to  check  the  natural  tendency  in  them  to 
cruelty ;  and  it  should  be  a  leading  principle  with 
parents  and  teachers,  to  prevent  the  sensibilities  of 
children   from    becoming    blunted.     They  should   be 
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taught  to  be  comparatively  indifferent  to    their   own 
sufferings,  and  al:ve  to  those  of  others. 

Cruelty  in  cnildren  is  sometimes  the  effect  of 
.houghtlessness  ;  hence  they  should  be  taught  that 
the  voluntary  infliction  of  pain  of  any  kind  upon 
others,  should  be  regarded  with  horror — and  to  re- 
lieve whatever  is  found  to  exist,  ought  to  be  incul- 
cated as  a  primary  duty  of  incessant  obligation.  On 
the  other  hand,  this  passion  manifested  in  children 
in  the  infliction  of  pain  on  insects  or  animals;  or 
in  witnessing  the  slaughter  of  the  latter,  if  un- 
checked, may  grow  with  their  growth,  until  it 
breaks  out  into  some  atrocious  and  daring  outrage. 
Hogarth's  pencil  has  described  the  progress  of  cruelty 
in  its  graduated  steps,  to  the  filling  up  of  the  measure 
of  that  iniquity  to  which  it  may  ultimately  lead- 
in  urder! 

Murder,  in  all  its  atrocious  forms,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  full  blown  flower  of  that  noxious  weed, 
the  seed  of  which  is  cruelty  ;  whether  it  springs  up 
in  the  sudden  and  varied  effects  arising  from  the 
instigations  of  malice — or  in  the  practice  of  duelling 
in  cold  blood — or  in  its  former  fruitful  display  exhi- 
bited in  the  Slave  Trade!  A  modern  philanthropist 
thus  expresses  himself: — "  So  convinced  am  I  that  a 
familiarity  witn  the  sufferings  of  the  brute,  and  the 
pleasure  that  is  procured  to  man  by  the  wanton  in- 
fliction of  pain  upon  animals,  harden  the  heart  and 
prepare  it  for  every  act  of  cruelty,  that  not  all  the 
zeal  of  the  popes,  seconded  as  it  was  by  the  eloquence 
and  industry  of  the  Dominicans,  could  have  induced 
the  Spaniards  or  the  Portuguese  to  tolerate  the  In- 
quisition, if  they  had  not  been  previously  habituated 
to  bull-fights ;  nor  would  the  Romans  have  so  cruelly 
persecuted  the  primitive  christians,  if  they  had  not 
been  accustomed  to  sports  of  blood  in  their  amphi- 
theatres."  Cruelty  produce?  its  own  punishment,  as 
its  contrary  principle  affords  a  delightful  feeling  to 
the   mind.     M  The  merciful  man  doeth    good   to   his 
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own    soul:    but  he   that   is   cruel   troubleth    Iks    owl 
flesh."   (Prov.  xi.  17.)    None  of  those  tender  feelings, 
which    constitute    the    felicity    of   house    and    home 
exist  for  the  cruel :   they  are  banished  as  surely  by 
the  higher  classes    of   society  who  delight   in   horse- 
racing,  the  cock-pit,  and  the  savage  deeds  of  the  im- 
bruted  pugilist,  as  they  are  from  the  cabin  of  a  bull- 
baiting,  lighting  collier.     Instances  are  not  wanting  i& 
which  the  instinctive  feelings  of  the  brute  have  put  to 
shame  the  votaries  of  reason;  of  which  the  following 
anecdote    will    afford  a    proof: — A     bull    which    was 
baited    at    Cheadle,    Staffordshiie,    manifested     more 
feeling,  whether  of  pain   or  of  tenderness,  than   the 
whole    herd    of  christian   brutes   his  tormentors.     A 
bull-dog  was  let  loose  at  the  generous  animal,  who,  in 
the  first  motions   of  his   indignation,  tossed   the  dog 
and  killed  him.     No  sooner  did  the  bull  behold  the 
dog  dead,  than  he    moaned   pitifully,  and  licked  the 
dead  body  with  his  tongue.    Another  dog  was  let  loose 
upon    him,   but  the    bull   remained  perfectly  passive, 
and    no  incentive  could   urge  him  to  molest  another 
dog.  (Philan.  v.  ii.  p.  384.)    Like  the  dumb  ass,  whose 
mouth  was  opened  to  rebuke  the  madness  of  a  pro- 
phet, the  silent  admonition  of  this  bull  spoke  a  power- 
ful reproof  to  his  ferocious  tormentors. 

Although  bull-baiting,  in  this  country,  is  not  so 
prevalent  perhaps  as  formerly,  yet  its  frequency  is  a 
disgrace  to  us  as  a  people !  Cruelty  to  animals  in 
general  exists  in  a  very  great  degree :  witness  our 
racing-kalendar ;  also  the  frequent  advertisements 
from  feeders  of  cocks,  showing  that  cocking  is  still 
a  system,  and  gives  bread  to  its  dependants  ;  besides 
other  forms  in  which  cruelty  is  manifested  in  a  nation 
highly  distinguished  for  its  religious  advantages;  not 
to  omit  the  brutality,  which  we  see  daily  before  our 
eyes,  executed  by  drivers  of  carts  and  coaches,  so 
shocking  to  the  feelings  of  the  humane  passenger. 

The  furious  driving  of  stage-coaches,  and  other 
vehicles,  is  not  only  a  proof  of  great   cruelty  to  the 
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brute  creation,  but  in  numerous  instances  snows  tno 
total  indifference  the  drivers  of  them  have  for  the  lives 
and  safety  of  their  fellow-creatures. — Not  long  since 
one  of  these  daring  drivers  occasioned  the  death  of  a 

Mr.    S ,  in  the    New-road,  Paddington ;    and    in 

another  instance  a  stage-coach  driver  purposely  and 
wantonly  ran  over  a  poor  carman,  who  w7as  in  an  or- 
derly manner  driving  his  cart  close  to  his  own  side. 
The  writer  of  this  tract  visited  the  poor  fellow  in  the 
hospital,  over  both  whose  legs  the  unfeeling  coachman 
had  driven  his  stage. 

Mr.  A is  considered  to  be  a  gentleman  of  su- 
perior understanding,  cultivated  mind,  and  poiished 
manners :  he  never  travels  without  giving  strict  orders 
to  the  drivers,  with  the  promise  of  an  extra  fee,  to 
push  on  with  all  possible  expedition,  totally  regardless 
of  the  pain  he  is  the  cause  of  inflicting  on  the  poor 
animals    to    gratify   his    unfeeling   request.     And   yet 

Mr.  A would  consider  himself  greatly  insulted  in 

being  called  a  cruel  hard-hearted  man  The  over- 
driving of  cattle  beyond  their  strength  calls  for  the 
interference  of  the  legislature  ;  and  it  is  a  subject  for 
lamentation,  that  the  humane  attempt  of  Lord  Erskine 
to  bring  a  bill  into  parliament  for  that  purpose  proved 
abortive. 

Let  the  following  extract  from  one  of  the  news- 
papers speak  for  itself: — •'  A  race  for  the  distance  of 
a  hundred  miles,  between  a  noted  road-horse  and  a 
reputed  trotting  mare,  took  place  a  few  days  since* 
they  started  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  from 
the  great  tree  at  Elstow,  near  Bedford,  and  arrived  at 
the  Peacock-inn  at  Islington,  in  three  hours  and  three 
quarters ! ! !  Fifty  miles  ! ! !  They  stopped  no  longer 
than  just  to  bait  the  horses,  when  they  returned  to 
perform  the  same  distance  in  the  same  time ;  but 
when  they  arrived  at  Codicote,  about  twenty -three 
miles  from  Bedford,  the  horse  expired  !  The  mare 
was  unable  to  proceed  further  than  Hitcnen,  sixteen 
miles  from  Bedford  :  we  understand  she  is  also  since 
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dead !  Is  there  no  punishment  for  the  two-legged 
brutes  who  made  this  unfeeling  match  ?"  And  zs 
there  really  no  punishment  for  such  barbarous  pro- 
ceedings ?  Horse-racing,  which  is  countenanced  by 
the  higher  ranks,  who  think  it  no  harm  to  encourage 
and  patronize  this  system  of  periodical  cruelty  towards 
that  noble  animal,  which  is  the  victim  of  the  whip  and 
spur,  to  outrun  his  strength,  cannot  be  considered  by 
any  person  of  a  reflecting  mind  in  any  light  than  as 
an  inhuman  diversion  ;  and  while  men  whose  hard 
hearts  can  endure  such  exhibitions  are  highly  culpa- 
ble, what  must  we  think  of  our  fair  countrywomen, 
whose  hearts  should  be  made  up  of  benevolence  and 
humanity,  frequenting  such  scenes,  and  who  ought 
rather  to  exert  their  influence  to  prevail  on  their  hus- 
bands, brethren,  and  children,  to  attend  to  nobler  pur- 
suits and  more  rational  pleasures,  in  which  cruelty, 
barbarity,  and  injustice  have  no  share. 

Gock-fighting,  which  is  still  so  greatly  encouraged 
by  men  of  high  rank,  is  a  species  of  cruelty  of  no 
ordinary  kind.  This  diversion  was,  as  we  are  told  by 
a  learned  antiquarian,  in  use  among  the  Grecians,  but, 
to  our  national  shame,  he  adds,  it  was  reserved  for 
English  butchers,  to  be  the  inventors  of  the  spurs  in 
which  the  chief  barbarity  of  cocking  consists.  This 
vice  has  tended  more  to  ruin  the  pocket,  inflame  the 
passions,  and  corrupt  the  heart,  than  can  be  readily 
conceived  ;  and  in  order  to  show  to  what  a  pitch  of 
depravity  the  human  mind  may  arrive  which  has  been 
habituated  to  this  vicious  pursuit,  the  following,  it  is 
believed,  well  authenticated  fact  will  fully  demon- 
strate. 

u  A ,  Esq.  was  a  young  man  of  large  fortune, 

and  in  the  splendour  of  his  carriages  and  horses 
equalled  by  few  country  gentlemen.  His  table  was 
marked  for  hospitality,  and  his  behaviour  courteous 

and  polished  ;  but  Mr.  A had  a  strong  partiality 

for  the  diversion  of  cock-fighting,  and  had  a  favour- 
ite cock,  upon   which   he    had  won  many  profitable 
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matches.  The  last  bet  he  laid  upon  his  bird  he  lost, 
which  so  enraged  him,  that  he  had  the  wretched  ani- 
mal tied  to  a  spit,  and  roasted  alive  before  a  large 
fire.  The  screams  of  the  tortured  bird  were  so 
affecting,  that  some  gentlemen  who  were  present  at- 
tempted to  interfere  ;  which  so  exasperated  Mr.  A 

that  he  seized  a  bar  of  iron,  and  with  the  most 
furious  anger  declared,  that  he  would  kill  the  first 
man  that  interposed  to  save  the  cock ;  but  in  the 
midst  of  his  passionate  exclamations  and  threats, 
most  awful  to  relate,  he  fell  down  dead  upon  the  spot ! 
Doubtless  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  the  earth." 
Mag.  April,  1798. 

For  the  credit  (as  it  is  sometimes  urged)  of  human 
nature,  it  were  to  be  wished  the  last  stated  fact  was 
not  true ;  but  by  whatever  limits  the  gradations  of 
vice  may  be  bounded,  certain  it  is  there  is  nothing  so 
atrocious  which  it  is  not  capable  of  perpetrating,  as 
will  be  hereafter  proved. 

In  the  case  of  Hazael  (2  Kings  viii.  12,  13)  wit- 
ness a  true  picture  of  poor  human  nature !  When 
reminded  by  the  prophet  Elisha  of  the  atrocities  he 
would  commit  in  his  way  to  a  throne,  he  exclaimed, 
with  a  feeling  of  horror:  u  But  what!  is  thy  servant 
a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this  great  thing?"  And  yet 
the  awful  crime  was  committed  by  the  very  man  who, 
a  liUle  while  before,  shuddered  at  the  very  thought  of 
it.  Witness  also,  in  these  modern  times,  the  horrid 
practice  of  duelling ;  in  which,  couched  under  the  soft 
name  of  honour,  are  blendid  great  barbarity  with  the 
most  arrant  cowardice !  There  is  not  an  offender  on 
this  earth,  whose  moral  delinquency  is  greater  in 
enormity  and  extent  than  that  of  the  modern  duellist ! 
He  is  the  "  lawless  and  disobedient  manslayer,"  for 
whom  the  law  is  made,  but  which  law,  by  the  neu- 
tralizing talisman  of  honour,  becomes  shorn  of  its  ven- 
geance, in  an  earthly  court  to  this  finished  transgrebsoi 
in  iniquity. 

Whilst   he   unites,  m  the   crime   he   is   about  to 
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perpetrate,  murder  and  suicide,  and  possibly  tl  the  mur- 
der of  fathers  and  the  murder  of  mothers,"  he  is  also 
guilty  of  the  basest  act  of  cowardice  \  thereby  mani- 
festing that  he  loveth  the  praise  of  man  more  than  the 
praise  of  God  ;  and  that  he  is  bold  towards  his  Creator 
and  his  Judge,  while  he  fears  the  frowns  and  scorn  of 
perishing  creatures  like  himself. 

In  tracing  the  vice  or  passion  of  cruelty  to  its  source, 
we  shall  find  it  rooted  in  the  depravity  of  the  heart  of 
man  ;  mark  the  description  of  the  heart,  "  And  God 
saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man  was  great  on  the  earth, 
and  fJiat  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
was  only  evil  continually :"  (Gen.  vi.  5:) — every  ima- 
gination-— evil — only  evil,  and  that  continually ! 

The  flood  did  not  wash  away  the  depravity  of  the 
heart,  as  is  evident  from  its  description  in  scripture 
after  that  event:  (See  Gen.  viii.  21  :)  for  it  is  written, 
"  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  despe- 
rately ivicked.*'  (Jer.  xvii.  9.)  "  Behold,"  says  holy 
David,  ik  I  was  shapen  in  iniquity  and  in  sin  did  my 
mother  conceive  mei"  (Psal.  li.)  And  attend  to  the 
description  given  of  it  by  him  who  knew  all  that  was 
in  man.  u  For  out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil 
thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  fornications,  thefts,  false 
witness,  blasphemies :  these  are  the  things  which  de- 
file a  man,"  &c.  (Matt.  xv.  19,  20.)  And,  as  the 
world  is  divided  into  two  classes,  viz.  the  children  of 
God  and  the  children  of  the  wicked  one,  we  may 
easily  ascertain  the  character  given  in  scripture  of  the 
latter  class  of  men  ;  who  are  thus  described  :  "  Ye  are 
of  your  father  the  devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your  father 
ye  will  do:  he  teas  a  murd  ere  r  from  the  beginning" 
&c.  John  viii.  44. 

The  persecution  and  martyrology  which  the  history 
of  the  church  presents  to  our  view,  is  one  of  the  direful 
effects  which  has  proceeded  from  the  outbreakings  of 
the  depraved  heart  of  man,  and  designates  the  relation 
of  the  actors  in  those  scenes  to  him  who  was  a  mur- 
derer from  the  beginning;  and  should  any  who  from 
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their  polished    manners    and    liberal    education,    but 
whose  hearts  are  unrenewed  by  grace,  appear  to  revolt 
at  the  perpetration  of  such  atrocities,  let  such  refer 
not  only  to  the  historic  sketch  of  HazaePs  character 
above  mentioned,  but  also  to  our  Lord's  own  words,  as 
recorded  in  Matt,  xxiii.  29,  30.    Woe  unto  you,  scribes, 
pharisees,   hypocrites,  because  ye  build  the  tombs  of 
the  prophets,   and  garnish  the  sepulchres  of  the  righ- 
teous ;  and  say,  if  we  had  been  in  the  days  of  our  fathers, 
ive  would  not  have  been  partakers  with  them  in  the 
blood    of  the  prophets.     Wherefore    ye  be   witnesses 
unto  yourselves,  that  ye  are  the  children  of  them  which 
killed  the  prophets.     (See  v.  32  to  37.)     And  why  was 
this  charged  upon  the  Jews  of  that  day,  was  it  not  be*- 
cause  they  were  afterwards  the  persons  who  were  more 
immediately  the  perpetrators   of  the  greatest  act  of 
cruelty  that  ever  took  place  since  the  world  began,  and 
to  which  atrocious  act  every  sinner  is  an  accessary — for 
which  of  the  prophets  have  not  your  fathers  persecuted  ? 
And  they  have    slain    them  which  shewed  before   of 
the  coming  of  that  just  one,  of  whom  ye  have  been 
now  the    betrayers  and  murderers.     (Acts  vii.    52.) 
"  Ye  men  of  Israel,  hear  these  words;  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth, a  man  approved  of  God  among*  you  by  miracles, 
wonders,    and  signs  which    God   did  by  him   in  the 
midst   of  you,    as    ye    yourselves    also    know.      Him 
being  delivered  by  the    determinate  counsel  and  fore- 
knowledge   of  God,   ye  have   taken,    and  by  wicked 
hands  have  crucified  and  slain"     (Acts  ii.  22,  23.) 
"  But  ye  denied  the  Holy  One  and  the  Just,  and  de- 
sired ^murderer  to  be  granted  unto  you,  and  killed  the 
Prince  of  Life."  (Acts  iii.  14,  15.)  "  He  is  brought 
as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a  sheep  before  her 
shearers  is    dumb,  so  he    openeth  not    his    mouth." 
(Isa.  liii.  7.)     Behold  in  the  death  of  Jesus  the  most 
consummate  act  of  cruelty  flowing  from  that  enmity 
against  God  and  his  Christ,  which  exists  in  the  un- 
regenerate  heart   of    every  man!     iC  As    many  were 
astonished  at  thee  ;  his   visage   was  so  marred  more 
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than  any  man,  and  his  form  more  than  the  sons  oi 
men."  (Isa.  Hi.  14.)  "But  he  was  wounded  for  our 
transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities ;  the 
chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his 
stripes  we  are  healed. — All  we  like  sheep  have  gone 
astray,  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way,  and 
the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all."  (Isa. 
liii.  5,  6.)  Behold,  therefore,  in  the  death  of  Jesus,  the 
life  of  the  Believing  world — behold  the  Lamb  of  God 
which  beareth  away  the  sin  of  the  world  — for  he  hath 
made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we 
might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him. 

It  was  of  all  others  the  most  atrocious  act  of  cruelty, 
when  the  dignity  of  the  sufferer  is  considered,  "  The 
Lord  of  Life  and  Glory."  (Isa.  ix.  6.)  To  compass 
the  life  of  a  husband  is  petit-treason — of  an  earthly 
monarch,  high-treason — of  the  King  of  kings  and 
Lord  of  lords,  a  deed  without  a  name — a  complication 
of  all  other  crimes  in  one.  It  was  the  most  atrocious 
of  all  acts  of  cruelty,  when  the  innocence,  the  purity, 
and  holiness  of  the  sufferer  are  contemplated — holy, 
harmless,  undefiled,  and  separate  from  sinners;  "who 
did  no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth  ;  who, 
when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again  !  when  he  suffered 
he  threatened  not,  but  committed  himself  to  him  that 
judgeth  righteously. "   1  Pet.  ii.  22,  23. 

Reader,  are  you  a  christian  ?  Doubtless  this  is 
your  general  denomination ;  but  have  you  ever  seen 
yourself  to  be  a  sinner,  and  been  made  humbly  to  join 
in  that  verse  of  the  hymn, 

'Twere  you  my  sins,  my  cruel  sina, 

His  chief  tormentors  were  ; 
Each  of  my  crimes  became  «  nail, 

And  unbelief  the  spear. 

and  have  you  been  pricked  in  your  heart  at  the  read- 
ing or  hearing  of  the  death  of  Jesus  ?  "  Have  you  been 
led  to  the  Cross  of  Christ  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
looked  upon  him  whom  you  have  pierced,  and  mourned 
lor  him  as  one  mourneth  for  his  only  son,  and  been 
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in  bitterness  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bitterness  for 
his  first-born  ?"  (Zech.  xii.  10.)  And  have  you  been 
made  to  cry  out,  Men  and  brethren,  what  must  I  do 
lo  be  saved  ?  The  answer  is  at  hand,  Believe  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  thou  shalt  be  saved.  But  it 
may  be  that  you  have  believed  through  grace  ;  if  so, 
then  you  are  a  partaker  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  influence  ; 
you  have  been  born  again,  and  are  a  new  creature  in 
Christ  Jesus.  If  you  are  truly  converted  to  God,  and 
are  looking  only  to  Jesus  as  all  your  salvation  and  all 
your  desire,  you  will  be  solicitous  to  follow  him  as  your 
example.  His  people  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal 
priesthood,  a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,  that  they 
should  shew  forth  the  praises  of  him,  who  hath  called 
them  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous  light.  (1  Pet. 
ii.  9.)  Now  what  are  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit? 
"  Love,  joy,  peace,  long  suffering,  gentleness,  good- 
ness, faith,  meekness,  temperance. "  (Gal.  v.  22,  23.) 
And  in  what  terms  of  earnest  entreaty  does  the  apostle 
Paul,  in  his  address  to  the  Corinthians,  enjoin  theit 
obedience?  are  they  not  by  "  the  meekness  and  gen- 
tleness of  Christ  f"  2  Cor.  x.  1. 

Hence  the  apostolic  injunction,  4#  Be  ye  kind  one 
to  another,  tender  hearted,  forgiving  one  another, 
even  as  God  for  Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven  you." 
(Eph.  iv.  32.)  Under  the  continual  influence  of 
divine  grace,  the  christian  (who  is  such  not  in  name 
only)  will  aim  at  a  conformity  to  the  image  of  Jesus. 
The  love  of  Christ  shed  abroad  in  his  heart  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  given  to  him,  will  constrain  him  to  every 
good  word  and  work. 

Hence  he  will  be  merciful  to  his  beast:  the  brute 
creation,  which  groaneth  and  travaileth  under  the  lash 
and  torture  of  the  unrenewed  and  unfeeling  man3  will 
be  the  objects  of  his  fostering  treatment ;  he  will 
use  them  but  not  abuse  them.  If  they  are  to  be 
deprived  of  life  for  his  sustenance,  it  will  be  done  in 
the  most  expeditious  manner,  and  with  the  least  pos~ 
sible  pain.     He  will  not  frequent  the  race- ground,  or 
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over-drive  his  cattle ;  but  in  the  whole  of  his  deport- 
ment he  will  aim  to  follow  the  command  ol  Jesus, 
"  Be  ye  merciful  as  your  father  in  heaven  is  merciful." 
His  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works  ;  in  the 
ample  provision  He  has  made  for  the  beast  of  the  field- 
by  causing  "  the  grass  to  grow  for  the  cattle,  as  well  as 
herb  for  the  use  of  man,  that  he  may  bring  forth  food 
out  of  the  earth.*"  (Psal.  civ.  14.)  "  Thou  shalt  not 
muzzle  the  ox  when  he  treadeth  out  the  corn."  (Deut. 
xxv.  4.)  We  are  called  upon  to  be  merciful  as  our 
heavenly  Father  is  merciful.  Are  not  two  sparrows 
sold  for  a  farthing,  and  one  of  them  shall  not  fall  on 
the  ground  without  your  Father.  In  the  merciful 
provision  of  the  Mosaic  law  there  is  on  this  subject  a 
commandment  with  promise,  "  If  a  bird's  nest  chance 
to  be  before  thee  in  the  way,  in  any  tree,  or  on  the 
ground,  whether  they  be  young  ones  or  eggs,  and  the 
dam  sitting  upon  the  young  or  upon  the  eggs,  thou 
shalt  not  take  the  dam  with  the  young  :  but  thou  shalt 
in  any  wise  let  the  dam  go,  and  take  the  young  to 
thee ;  that  it  may  be  well  with  thee,  and  that  thou 
may  est  prolong  thy  days."  (Deut.  xxii.  6,  7.)  Under 
the  same  ritual,  a  kind  and  gracious  God  in  promul- 
gating a  law  of  love  to  our  brethren,  and  even  to  our 
enemies,  inculcates  a  tender  treatment  of  the  brute 
creation,  and  further  commands,  "  Thou  shalt  not  see 
thy  brother  s  ox  or  his  sheep  go  astray,  and  hide  thy 
self  from  them :  thou  shalt  in  any  case  bring  them 
again  unto  thy  brother."  "  Thou  shalt  not  see  thy 
brother's  ass,  or  his  ox  fall  down  by  the  way,  and  hide 
thyself  from  them :  thou  shalt  surely  help  him  to  lift 
them  up  again."  (Deut.  xxii.  1 — 4.)  "  If  thou 
meet  thy  enemies'  ox  or  his  ass  going  astray,  thou 
shalt  surely  bring  it  back  to  him  again.  If  thou  see 
the  ass  of  him  that  hateth  thee  lying  under  his  burden, 
and  wouldest  forbear  to  help  him  ;  thou  shalt  surely 
help  with  him."  (Exod.  xxiii.  4,  5.)  In  the  instituted 
appointment  of  rest  on  the  sabbath,  as  well  as  of  refresh- 
ment in  the  sabbatical  veai"  of  jubilee,  the   cattle  are 
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tht*  objects  of  Jehovah's  care,  and  in  his  expostulation 
with  cruel  and  unfeeling  man,  in  the  person  of  the 
pro;>het  Jonah,  the  cattle  are  not  excluded  from  tne 
heart  and  pitying  eye  of  God.  And  God  said  to 
Jonah,  doest  thou  well  to  be  angry  for  the  gourd  ? 
And  he  said,  I  do  well  to  be  angry,  even  unto  death. 
Then  said  the  Lord,  Thou  hast  had  pity  on  the  gourd 
for  the  which  thou  hast  not  laboured^  neither  madest  it 
grow  ;  which  came  up  in  a  night  and  perished  in  a 
night :  and  should  not  I  spare  Nineveh,  that  great  city, 
wherein  are  more  than  sixscore  thousand  persons 
that  cannot  discern  between  their  right  and  their  left- 
nand  ;  and  also  much  cattle.  (Jon.  iv.  9 — 11.)  "  Be 
ye  merciful  as  your  father  in  heaven  is  merciful*"  Let 
us  cherish  in  our  hearts  a  tender  and  compassionate 
feeling  to  a  suffering  creation  around  us  ;  and  let  us, 
by  a  sympathising  alleviating  spirit  and  deportment, 
discourage  every  thing  which  tends  to  cruelty  and  the 
infliction  of  pain. 

u  I  would  not  enter  on  my  list  of  friends 
(Though  grac'd  with  polish'd  manners  and  fine  sense- 
Yet  wanting  sensibility)  the  man 
Who  heedlessly  sets  foot  upon  a  worm. 
An  inadvertent  step  may  crush  the  snail, 
That  crawls  at  ev'ning  in  the  public  path; 
But  he  that  has  humanity,  forewarn'd, 
Will  tread  acide,  and  let  the  reptile  live. 
• — They  are  all — ;he  meanest  things  that  are— 
As  free  to  live,  and  to  enjoy  that  life, 
As  God  was  free  to  form  them  at  the  first, 
Wboj  in  His  sov  rrgn  wisdom,  madfi  them  all." 

Cowper's  Task. 
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